
FORGET ME NOT

My name is Diane Richards and I’ve lived in 
Hoby for 18 years. On clearing out our study 
recently I happened upon a newspaper article 
which reminded me that my great grandmother 
Mrs Elizabeth Butler unveiled the war memorial 
on Victoria Park in Leicester.
My mum lives in Rearsby now and it was her father’s mother to whom the 
newspaper article reproduced below relates. Mum tells me that originally the 
unveiling was due to be performed by Lord Beatty of Brooksby - another local 
connection. He was made the First Sea Lord in 1919 and was created 1st Earl 
Beatty, Viscount Borodale and Baron Beatty of the North Sea and Brooksby, also 
in 1919. Apparently he was ‘indisposed’ at the time and it was decided to ask these 
two local ladies who lost seven sons between them. Elizabeth lost four sons, Arthur 
who served with the Northumberland Fusiliers was killed in France in November 
1916, six months after he enlisted; Bert was also killed in France, he was 20 years 
old; Jack was discharged from the army with consumption which he caught in 
France and died in January 1918 and Ephraim was killed in France in September 
1918. Her four other sons also served but fortunately returned. After the ceremony 
my great grandmother and grandfather were invited back to Brooksby and made 
to feel most welcome. My grandfather had a protected job on the trains.

My grandfather on my father’s side, Ernest Billings, also served in the First World 
War in the Royal Artillery in Mesopotamia (now Iraq). My grandmother, May 
Victoris, did the embroidery of the Royal Artillery cap badge that is pictured here.

Percy William Cooper 
Ann Kell’s Granddad
My Granddad was killed in action on 30 September 
1917. My father, Henry George Cooper, was born 
on 15 November 1914 and had no recollection of 
his father.
However, I have recently discovered that my father was taken to Great Malvern in 
Worcestershire when he was about 5 years of age to visit his grandmother and other family 
members and that their family name was Bartram. Unfortunately I do not have any letters 
or photographs.

My Granddad was born in 1882.  He was a private in the 3/10th Bn, The Duke of Cambridge’s 
Own (Middlesex Regiment), 10th Brigade, 4th Division, B.E.F. He was killed in action at 
Flanders and buried at Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium

This cemetery is believed to have been named after a southern Irish hunt, and was a medical 
post one mile north of Ypres (now Ieper). The cemetery was begun in July 1917 and in 
October and November 1918, it was used by the 11th, 36th and 44th Casualty Clearing 

Stations. The cemetery contains many graves of the artillery and engineers and 41 men of 
the 13th Company Labour Corps, killed when a German aircraft dropped a bomb on an 
ammunition truck in January 1918, are buried in Plot II. 

After the Armistice, the cemetery was enlarged when graves were brought into this cemetery 
from isolated sites and a number of small cemeteries on the battlefields around Ypres. 
Special memorials commemorate a number of casualties known to have been buried in 
two of these cemeteries, Malakoff Farm Cemetery, Brielen, and Fusilier Wood Cemetery, 
Hollebeke, whose graves were destroyed by shellfire. 

There are now 1,544 Commonwealth casualties of the First World War buried or 
commemorated in this cemetery, 231 of the burials unidentified. There are also 57 war 
graves of other nationalities, mostly German, and one Commonwealth burial of the 
Second World War, which dates from the Allied withdrawal ahead of the German advance 
of May 1940. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. I obtained the above 
information from Malvern’s Roll of Honour.

I intend to visit Great Malvern to see the WW1 Memorial, which is located on the wall 
of the north aisle of Christchurch Parish Church and to continue my search for more 
information about my Granddad.

Ernest is on 
the right

Elizabeth Butler 
Diane Richards’ Great Grandmother


