FORGET ME NOT
FRED WALKER

ANGUS WALKER'S GRANDFATHER

Fred, my grandfather, was born in 1889 in Ilkeston,
Derbyshire. When he left school he trained to be
an accountant, like his father (and my father and
me!). As a young man he was interested in sport,
particularly cricket; this brought him into contact
with Costock Cricket Club, in Nottinghamshire,
established by local Costock butcher, Albert Walker

(no relation).

Albert had alarge family including a pretty daughter Alice Dorothy (Doll). She was born
in 1891 and at the age of 13 in 1904, she went to live as a companion to the young son
of the owner, Brigadier General Bagnall-Wilde, at the nearby Manor house in Costock.
She had a rich, varied experience within that family’s homes in London, the Isle of
Wight and France and, from 1914, Farnborough; the Brigadier had become head of the
Aeronautical Inspection Department throughout the war (later to become Director of
Research at the Air Ministry).

Doll had many young admirers but Fred was successful in winning her over before he
enlisted in 1914 with the 10th Battalion of Kings Royal Rifles. This battalion had been
formed at Winchester on 14th September 1914 as part of K2 and came under orders of
59th Brigade in the 20th Light Division). It moved to Blackdown, going on in February
1915 to Witley and then in April to Hamilton Camp (Stonehenge). On 21st July 1915 it
landed at Boulogne.

His correspondence with Doll forms the basis of this Forget Me Not culminating in his
injury in January 1916, his hospitalisation in France and then at St Thomas’s hospital in
London.

Fred was on crutches when he married Doll later in 1916. Doll had six sisters and two
brothers. Her favourite brother Jack was Kkilled in France and is buried in Costock; the
other Alfred was badly gassed, survived and emigrated to Canada.

Fred recovered physically but throughout his life had horrific nightmares about lying
wounded with a wild horse and gun carriage circling round him
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