FORGET ME NOT
HERBERT WILLIAM HENRY TYLER

LESLIE CASE'S FATHER.

My father joined 7th Battalion The Leicestershire
Regiment at the beginning of the war in
September 1914, when he was 22 years old. He
never spoke about the First World War to me or
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began to piece together his army career.

Father was promoted to Lieutenant in 1915 and embarked for France in July of
that year. He was employed as the bombing Officer of the Battalion which by
then was part of the 110th Brigade. Father was awarded the Military Cross for his
bravery on 3rd July 1917 and was twice Mentioned in Despatches. Unfortunately I

have not been able to find the citations that accompanied these awards so I do not
know what he did in battle to get them.
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In late September 1916 he commanded D & C Coys 7th Battalion in an attack on
Gird Trench near Gueudecourt, which succeeded with only 5 casualties, in taking
371 German prisoners. Father was promoted to the rank of Major on 7th June
1917 and later to Acting Colonel, becoming the youngest person to hold this rank
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I've not closed my eyes since the battle started.....
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When the Territorial force was reconstructed into the Territorial Army in 1920 he

was persuaded to join 4th Leicesters (TA) as company commander, a post he held
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came about I do not know.
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ETHEL KIRKHAM BEALE
STEVE HORSFIELD'S GRAN

These are photographs of my Gran Ethel and her
brother Thomas. I believe these photographs were
taken during the First World War as Gran is wearing
a VAD nurse’s uniform and Thomas is in army khaki

but I have not been able to find any information
about their war service.

The British Red Cross holds VAD records, they confirmed that this is a VAD uniform but

have no information about her and there are no badges on her brother’s uniform that might
help to pinpoint his regiment.

Gran was born in December 1885 in Hyde Cheshire and was three years younger than her
brother. From the age of 12 she attended school in the mornings and worked in a cotton mill

Ethel and Herbet
in the afternoons; she became a full time mill worker at age 13. Gran died in 1974 aged 89.

Herbert’s occupation was as a Heavy Glove Slitter and he may have been exempted from the
Gran’s husband Herbert was born in 1873 and would have been too old for military service military due to his occupation as no doubt he would have been involved in the manufacturer
at the start of the war. From June 1916 men aged 18 to 40 years old were liable to be called up of military kit. One of his proudest memories was of the time when he chose the skins and
for military service unless they were widowed with children or were ministers of a religion.
The age limit was also eventually raised to 51 years old.

cut out the leather gloves for Sir Ernest Shackleton and his men on their expeditions to the
Arctic and Antarctic. Herbert died in 1951 aged 78.




