FORGET ME NOT
Joseph Kirby Mowforth
Mary Dunford’s grandfather
Joseph was born on 12th May, 1882 at Elloughton in the East
Riding of Yorkshire, one of four children.
At the time of his birth his father’s occupation was listed as ‘Labourer’ but by the time of his marriage in
1908 his father was listed as a ‘Farmer’.
The family were brought up as Primitive Methodists – the moral code remaining with Joseph throughout
his life. As an octogenarian he might, very occasionally, partake of a small glass of sherry. Nothing more.
On leaving school at the age of fourteen he found work gardening. As there were many large houses
requiring help in the garden, he would have received training from the Head Gardener of wherever he was
fortunate enough to be employed.
A Reference of February 1906 from Oswald Sanderson of Hessle Mount, Hessle near Hull, recommends
him to The Earl of Feversham at Duncombe Park, Helmsley, North Yorkshire.
In February 1908 a Reference from the Earl’s Head Gardener recommends Joseph to Edwin Fenton of The
Lawn, Sutton on Hull. He worked here until September 1912 when he went to Sharow Hall near Ripon, as
Mr. Fenton retired to Bridlington and did not have need of a gardener at his smaller property.
Joseph remained at Sharow Hall until long past retirement and died in June 1973 aged 92 years.
Records of his wartime service are sketchy. His Demobilization Certificate of 1919 tells us that he had been
based at Catterick Camp, North Yorkshire, where he enlisted as a member of The Royal Flying Corps in
August 1916 and consequently served in The Royal Air Force as an ‘aircraft hand’. Family stories tell not so
much of his ‘daring do’ but of him actually continuing with his gardening – growing vegetables and caring
for the poultry in order to feed the troops.

Frank Alvey
Mike Croft’s Grandfather
My Grandfather Frank volunteered for the army in
August 1914, in London, whilst working as a teacher,
and on 15 September joined the Royal Fusiliers, also
known as the City of London Regiment, which raised 47
battalions for service, and fought in France, Flanders,
Gallipoli and Egypt. His army service is as follows:
15 September 1914 to 22 December 1914, ‘Home’; 23 December 1914 to 26 August 1915,
Expeditionary Force (Malta); 27 August 1915 to 11 June 1916, Expeditionary Force
Mediterranean (Gallipoli and Egypt); 12 June 1916 (married 10 days later) to 15 May 1917
‘Home’; Reserve 14 May 1917 to 23 July 1917. He was a Private from 15 September 1914; Lance
Corporal from 19 September 1914; Corporal from 9 October 1915; Sergeant from 27 February
1916. He received the following medals: the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory
Medal.

Frank was discharged as physically unfit on 23 July 1917 after a total of 2 years and 312
days, the medical report stating: “Accident occurred March 1915, Malta. Out for a walk at
night (not on duty) he fell over a cliff, dropped 20 feet, broke both ankles. Had influenza
at Gallipoli which caused deterioration in the acuteness of the vision … Is unable to walk
more than 2 miles and unable to march at all, on account of accident to ankles.”
The following article was written by my grandfather and published in the Derbyshire
Times, date unknown.
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